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Questacon Overview

Questacon - The National Science and Technology Centre is an asset

of the Australian Government, helping to build a foundation of science
engagement. Operating as a division of the Department of Industry,
Innovation and Science, Questacon’s vision is for a better future for

all Australians through engagement with science, technology and
innovation. We work with partners and supporters to deliver inspirational
learning experiences to young Australians, their teachers, families and
communities, and across the globe.

Through our Statement of Authority, we are empowered by the
Australian Government to engage, connect and inspire all Australians in
science, technology, engineering and maths (STEM) through a journey
of lifelong learning. As Australia’s economy continually transforms and
evolves over the coming generations, our aim is to help inspire, spark
curiosity and wonder and equip tomorrow’s leaders with the enterprise
skills necessary to navigate and flourish in the future world.

Our main Centre in the Parliamentary Triangle in the nation’s capital
houses more than 200 hands-on exhibits, engaging over half a million
visitors each year. The Centre hosts our exhibitions, which includes our
most recently installed, Colour exhibition and The Moon.

From our second facility in Canberra, The lan Potter Foundation
Technology Learning Centre, we design, develop and build many of our
own exhibitions, working with partner institutions across Australia and
internationally. Through these collaborations we work with students,
teachers, high school innovators and tomorrow’s entrepreneurs. The

lan Potter Foundation Technology Learning Centre is also the base

for our national outreach programs. These outreach programs work in
partnership with local institutions, teachers, researchers and businesses,

to ensure the inspiration from our touring program transforms into an
enduring legacy lasting well beyond our visit.

Questacon is responsible for delivering the Inspiring Australia network,
in collaboration with all Australian state and territories and governments.
Working in collaboration with multiple divisions across the Department
of Industry, Innovation and Science, this National Framework for Local
Action ensures the outstanding work of passionate individuals and
organisations across Australia connects to a broader STEM ecosystem,
while remaining relevant to their own community’s needs.

As an influential voice in the global science centre community,
Questacon is a vehicle for delivering activities to support the Australian
Government’s science agendas, as well as contributing to the work of the
United Nations in a science centre capacity building and implementing
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals.

Questacon delivers activities across Australia with support of our
partners who are committed to investing in Australia’s young people.
The organisations Questacon works with share our common vision. Our
partners see the value of long-term and sustained investment in the
future, with partnerships typically spanning multiple years through a
variety of activities and programs locally and nationally. Our partners
make our achievements and successes possible.

Questacon is exceptionally proud of our achievements, its staff and
volunteers, partners and supporters, and in 2018, we celebrate our
30th year as Australia’s National Science and Technology Centre. We
look forward to the years ahead as we continue to chase our dream of
a better future for all Australians through engagement with science,
technology and innovation.







Minister’s Introduction

As an engineer - and the Minister for Industry, Science and Technology -
| am passionate about science, technology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM). The exciting and endless possibilities of science, technology and
innovation are so important for our economy and our quality of life.

Exploring everything from robots and drones to space and spiders,
Questacon - The National Science and Technology Centre captures the
imaginations of all ages and inspires our future scientists, technologists,
engineers and researchers.

During 2018 | had the pleasure of visiting Questacon several times
and seeing the opportunities it creates for young people, families,
teachers and communities to get excited about science. This included
participating in Questacon’s 30" anniversary celebration in November.

One of my key priorities is reducing gender inequity in STEM. | am very
proud of the opportunities Questacon gives young girls and women to
be engaged with science and technology. As our leading national science
engagement organisation, Questacon is a critical part of our agenda to
ensure all Australians have the opportunity to be inspired by science.

The particular emphasis on STEM engagement through national
networks and flagship activities will be of great benefit in ensuring
that women and girls are equally engaged in emerging science
and technology.

This year has also seen the launch of the Australian Space Agency, an
exciting development not only for scientists, but for the nation in general.
The Government’s aim in establishing the agency is to make Australia

a leader in space industries.

Questacon’s moon exhibit is an excellent way to open young minds to
space - it allows visitors to experience the wonderment of the moon
through a quiet immersive experience. The Centre’s suspended replica
moon also brings home to us that 2019 marks the 50" anniversary of
humankind’s first steps on the moon.

From early inspiration such as this, our young people can learn about
the vital role space technologies play in everyday life and the work of
the Australian Space Agency.

I look forward to further cooperation between Questacon and the
Australian Space Agency to bring the wonders of our universe to
young Australians.

Congratulations to Questacon on this milestone year. | am sure the
year ahead will bring even more successes worth celebrating.

The Hon Karen Andrews MP
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology

“As an engineer, | am passionate about STEM education and can personally attest to the
benefits of studying these subjects. These skills are so important for securing the jobs of the
future for our children and those that have participated in the STEM X program know this.”

- The Hon Karen Andrews MP
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Australia’s Chief Scientist Foreword

As Australia’s Chief Scientist, | think of myself as an Ambassador of the
Future. Unlike most ambassadors, | wasn’'t born in the place | represent -
but | travel there constantly in my mind. It’'s my job to share some of the
potential I've glimpsed and encourage our leaders to keep the interests
of our future citizens constantly in view.

Hundreds pass through Questacon’s doors every day, travelling, just
like me, to that astonishing place that science might one day help us
to reach. And there they encounter our A-team of Future Envoys: the
passionate, articulate and endlessly creative Questacon staff. For me,
as for so many Australians, they are really the staff of our Embassy of
the Future in Canberra.

What do | see when | look out to 2048? A zero-emissions planet?
Human colonies in space? Healthy centenarians enjoying time with their
great-great-grandchildren? Exoskeletons controlled by our brainwaves,
giving us super strength and speed?

No one has a crystal ball, because everyone has choices - and the future
is ultimately the sum total of all the decisions we make.

Still, as unofficial Future Ambassador, there are two things I'm prepared
to say with confidence.

First, educating humans will be always be critical, in any sort of world in
which humans would want to live. Yes, we will have to share many of our
phenomenal mental abilities with different forms of artificial intelligence;

“Surround yourself with people who challenge you, and inspire you.”

and yes, there are jobs we do today that technology will do far more
efficiently tomorrow. But robots can’t tell us how to build the society
we want. Robots can’t replace the incredible package deal of a human
brain, a human conscience and a human heart. And robots can’t make
humans redundant - unless we first give up on ourselves.

When we educate a child, we give them a stake in the future. That won’t
change. And how will we educate our human children in 2048? That's my
second certainty: we'll always need the magic of human teachers.

Just ask the many parents who've had the pleasure of bringing a child
to Questacon, and then returned, at that child’s insistence, again and
again; or the many adults who trace their love of science back to that
one special visit from the Science Circus. The magic is the hands-on,
human-to-human experience.

Questacon is always tweaking the formula, but for 30 years, the
basic ingredients have remained exactly the same. And | promise,
it will be just as thrilling for the children of 2048 as it was to their
grandparents in 1988.

To all the Future Envoys of Questacon, congratulations. With your
help, we'll be proud to call the future home.

Dr Alan Finkel AO
Chief Scientist of Australia

- Dr Alan Finkel AO






Chairman’s Message

One of my favourite Chinese proverbs is “When | hear, | forget. When | see, |
remember. When | do, | understand”. | believe this quote fully captures and
embodies Questacon’s ethos. For three decades, Questacon has sparked
the intellectual curiosity of the nation.

International connections have been integral from the beginning.

Thirty years ago, the National Science and Technology Centre started as

a joint Australia-Japan Bicentennial Project. Questacon has continued to
influence, and be influenced by, the international science centre sector. This
sector comprises more than 2,500 centres around the world and attracts
more than 310 million visitors annually. Questacon is regarded as a leading
example in the sector and, as a result, influences an enormous number of
people across the globe.

Under the inspiring leadership of Questacon’s Director, Professor
Graham Durant AM and Deputy Directors Ms Kate Driver and Dr Bobby
Cerini, supported by a team of passionate leaders, staff and volunteers,
Questacon continues to invest in delivering creative and inspirational
learning experiences for all Australians.

Questacon also reaches out through innovation-themed workshops for
students and teachers, taking science on the road in travelling exhibitions
that visit communities right around Australia.

Behind the scenes, staff continually conceive and build fresh imaginative
exhibitions and develop new programs to provide memorable experiences.

As a leader in its field, Questacon also connects key players and initiatives
in science communication to improve coordination of science engagement
activities nationally, and share best practice internationally.

| am delighted to report that in 2018, with the support of the Prime Minister
and Minister for Industry, Science and Technology, The Q Australia
Foundation Ltd was established. Under the leadership of Mr Eddie Kutner,
this independent Foundation has the potential to source additional
philanthropic funds to support Questacon’s valuable science inspiration.
The Questacon Advisory Council will continue to work and provide
advocacy advice for the Foundation’s future activities.

| am proud to say Questacon has consistently achieved its aim and
deliver on its mission to excite and motivate people through inspirational
learning experiences.

As we celebrate Questacon’s 30th year, | am deeply appreciative of the
dedication and passion of staff and fellow Council members, whose
enthusiasm is at the heart of everything Questacon does to give all
Australians a chance to explore science and its place in our lives. It is those
people who bring the inspiration of Questacon to life. They are placing the
right tools in the hands of our future leaders, but more importantly, they are
inspiring those young people to imagine a better future.

My sincere appreciation to the very proactive Members of Council, Mr Eddie
Kutner, Dr Gregory Clark AC, the Hon Dr Annabelle Bennett AO SC,
Professor lan Young AO and Professor Karin Barovich, and advisors to the
Council from across the Australian Public Service, including the wonderful
support of CSIRO Chief Scientist, Dr Cathy Foley and Department of
Foreign Affairs and Trade Chief Innovation Officer, Dr Sarah Pearson.

Leon Kempler AM
Chairman, Questacon Advisory Council



“When | hear, | forget.
When | see, | remember.
When | do, | understand.”




Director’s Report

What are science centres really for, and how will they adapt to remain
relevant and useful in the future? These are the questions that | have
been considering for much of my professional life and for entire time

| have had the privilege of being Questacon’s Director. This year’s 30th
anniversary of Questacon, as Australia’s National Science and Technology
Centre, provided an excellent opportunity to reflect upon Questacon’s
achievements to date, to consider the relevance of our current activities
and to put affirmative plans in place for the future.

Science, technology, engineering and maths will play a vital role in the

nation’s future. Questacon is an important national asset, not only for exciting,

inspiring and motivating young students in Canberra and across the nation,
but also because it is well-placed to work alongside the science research
sectors so we can share our stories of discovery, endeavour and enterprise.

Our 34-year partnership with Shell Australia and the Centre for the Public
Awareness of Science at the Australian National University, enables the
Shell Questacon Science Circus to visit students, teachers and families

in regional and remote communities. During 2018, new and important
partnerships were established with the Australian Space Agency and

the University of Canberra.

Partnerships between government, industry, philanthropic sector and
science communication organisations will be critical to delivering a national
STEM agenda. Australia needs to step-up to realise its full potential so

that young people have the knowledge and skills to help them realise

their potential, hopes and dreams for the future.

We are very grateful for the support of our partners who make it possible
to extend Questacon’s reach into the community, supporting students,
teachers and families across Australia. In 2018, the establishment of

a Foundation to support Questacon activities was a highlight of the
Questacon Advisory Council’'s work.

From the outset, the relationships and links with Japan have been a vehicle
for Questacon to drive and focus its international activities, working with
global science centres and communities with a central focus on education,
youth and the future. Through Questacon’s leadership in the Asia-Pacific
region of the science centre sector, Science Circus diplomacy has become
an incredible asset for Australian-foreign relationships.

National Science Week is a brilliant example of how many different
community organisations can come together with government support

to raise the profile of science. Questacon plays an important role in
encouraging Science Week activities and is proud to have organised the first
Governor-General’s Design Challenge in the 2018 National Science Week.

The next few years will have a significant focus on space exploration, with
Questacon working in partnership with the Australian Space Agency to
promote space science education and awareness. The spectacular new
Moon exhibit will provide an essential focal point for activities and events.

Encouraging more girls to consider studying STEM subjects and selecting
careers in STEM will remain an important part of Questacon’s forward
agenda, to include the promotion of female role models, including those
who work at Questacon.

Questacon’s future is assured with such a passionate and committed
workforce. It is a privilege to work daily with the team. As Director, | am
blessed to work in a world of smiles from staff and visitors alike.

Thinking about Questacon’s functions and objectives, leads one to
immediately consider the service provided for our members and visitors.
Excellent exhibits and science shows form the core of what we offer,
however, it is the high quality interaction with our staff that attracts such
positive comments through social media. This is a great credit to the front-
of-house staff who interact with hundreds of thousands of visitors each
year. These interactions are the key element leading to Questacon’s success
in National Tourism Awards.

Questacon has had some significant achievements over the past 30 years,
growing from a small local science centre into a national institution with
global reach and influence. The stage is set to power ahead over the next
30 years, as Australia and the world rises to address the global challenges
of sustainable prosperity and equality of opportunity. The best is yet to
come. We are ready. Just watch us go!

Professor Graham Durant AM
Director, Questacon
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Questacon Advisory Council

Questacon Advisory Council Members:
Mr Leon Kempler AM the Hon Dr Annabelle Bennett AO SC
Chair former Federal Court Judge

Mr Eddie Kutner
Deputy Chair

Professor lan Young AO
Former Vice Chancellor

Australian National University
Dr Gregory Clark AC

Visiting Fellow of the
Australian National University

Professor Karin Barovich
Department of Earth Sciences
University of Adelaide

In March 2018, the Questacon Advisory Council farewelled Council member
Dr Sarah Pearson, as she was appointed the Chief Innovation Officer at
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. In 2019, Professor Elanor
Huntington and Ms Jamila Gordon were formally appointed to the Questacon
Advisory Council. Professor Huntington and Ms Gordon bring a wealth of
knowledge and experience to Council. Throughout 2018, at the invitation
of the Chair, Dr Cathy Foley, CSIRO Chief Scientist, Dr Sarah Pearson,
Chief Innovation Officer at the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade,
Ms Margaret Leggett, Branch Manager at the Department of Education and

] Training and Ms Rebecca Manen and Dr Sarojini Mitchell, General Managers at

R the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science, have attended Council

§ meetings and also continue to serve as advisors to the Council.

]
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/

Questacon is supported by an Advisory Council appointed by the Prime
Minister and Minister. The role of the Advisory Council is to advocate for,
and advise, Questacon. Membership is drawn from eminent scientists,
academics, business leaders and philanthropists who all share a passion
for Questacon’s vision and mission.

The Advisory Council members work together to serve as a source of
independent advise to the Director and Executive of Questacon, raise the
profile and build the brand of Questacon, and engage with stakeholders
and advocate for the work of Questacon.

Throughout the year, Advisory Council members attended key events
including the National Invention Convention Innovation Showcase in
January 2018. The National Invention Convention is a program within

the Questacon Smart Skills Initiative. This showcase event provides an
opportunity for sponsors and stakeholders to see the creative talents

of young entrepreneurs. Council members engaged with the /nvention
Convention delegates about their creative journeys undertaken to develop
and construct their ideas.

On 22 November 2018, Council members attended the 30" anniversary Gala
celebrations with Questacon’s sponsors, stakeholders, volunteers, associates,
staff and members, to acknowledge Questacon’s achievements and recognise
the valuable partnerships who have made Questacon such a success.

Left and centre images: Questacon Advisory Council members and VIP guests attending Questacon’s 30th anniversary gala. Right image. Dr Greg Clark
AC, Council Member, Mr Leon Kempler AM, Chairman of Questacon Council, Dr Heather Smith PSM, Secretary of Department of Industry, Innovation and
Science and Ms Kate Driver, Deputy Director of Questacon attending the Prime Minister’s Prizes for Science 2017.




Council Members.: Mr Leon Kempler AM,
Professor Karin Barovich, Dr Gregory Clark AC,
Professor lan Young AO, the Hon Dr Annabelle Bennett AO SC,
Dr Sarah Pearson and Mr Eddie Kutner.




Questacon - The National
Science and Technology Centre
30 Years of Australian Science Inspiration

Prior to the National Science and Technology Centre being opened in 1988,
Questacon spent its first eight years as a project in an unused space at
Canberra’s Ainslie Public School between 1980-1988. Founded by Dr Mike Gore
AO, ‘'The Questacon’, as it was first known, was staffed entirely by volunteers.
The idea for Questacon was inspired by Dr Gore’s visit to San Francisco’s
science centre, the Exploratorium in 1976.

On 11 October 1988, Questacon first opened its doors as Australia’s National
Science and Technology Centre, and on 23 November 1988, Prime Minister
Bob Hawke officially opened the Centre to the public. In 2018, Questacon
celebrated its 30™" anniversary as the National Science and Technology
Centre. Questacon’s 30" anniversary acknowledges and celebrates a rich
and productive history in science communication, outreach activities and
engagement across Australia and globally.

Questacon was established as a Bicentennial project with the support of the
governments and business communities of Australia and Japan.

Over 30 years Questacon has welcomed 12 million visitors to the Centre.
Questacon has produced countless hands-on exhibits and performed
thousands of science shows and demonstrations. Questacon has been a
pioneer in many science communication activities, locally, nationally and
internationally, connecting with millions of Australians in their own communities
including regional and remote Australia, through science engagement and
outreach programs such as the Shell Questacon Science Circus and the
Questacon Smart Skills Initiative.
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The Centre has won six national tourism awards and 14 regional tourism awards,
contributing nearly $1 billion to the ACT tourism community.

Through our relationships with science agencies, science centres and
museums across Australia, we have inspired countless people across Australia
to grow National Science Week as Australia’s largest science festival.

Many of Questacon’s programs and activities are powered through people and
partnerships including our current partners; Shell, Raytheon, Samsung, the
Australian National University and The lan Potter Foundation.

We take the time and opportunity for this special milestone to acknowledge the
many successes of the first 30 years, and, importantly, to start the journey of
another 30 years to Questacon’s future in 2048.

“..this year marks the 30" anniversary of Questacon, Japan’s
1988 bicentennial gift to Australia and a great symbol of

our friendship. I'm pleased to announce Australia has gifted
three Questacon exhibitions to Japanese museums that
participated in Questacon’s Science Circus of Japan this year.
| hope this gift inspires future generations of scientists.”

- Joint press statement by Australian Prime Minister,
the Hon Scott Morrison MP and Prime Minister of Japan
His Excellency Shinzo Abe, 16 November 2018

FRALIAN NATIONAL UNIVERSITY




30™ ANNIVERSARY GALA CELEBRATION

On 22 November 2018, more than 700 guests celebrated Questacon’s 30"
anniversary as the National Science and Technology Centre, with a special ceremony
and festivities on offer throughout the Centre. Distinguished guests include the
Minister for Industry, Science and Technology the Hon Karen Andrews MP, Japanese
Ambassadors, His Excellency Mr Sumio Kusaka and Mrs Ikuko Kusaka, the Governor-
General, Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) and Lady Cosgrove, and Questacon
Founder, Dr Mike Gore. Questacon’s key stakeholders including partners, sponsors
and professional associates from local and national organisations, as well as Members

; of Parliament with close relationships with the Centre, also attended the event to

. support Questacon’s exceptional work over the last 30 years.

¥ | Questacon members, staff, volunteers, and friends were treated to a night of
gourmet food, spectacular science demonstrations by the Excited Particles and a
traditional Japanese drumming performance.

The evening concluded with the launch of Questacon’s newest exhibit, Ledusa, by
the Governor-General, Sir Peter Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) and Lady Cosgrove.

The Gala included a special showcase, highlighting Questacon’s current programs,
activities and partnerships which support and promote Questacon’s commitment
to engage all Australians in STEM through science communication.

Bottom image: Mr Leon Kempler AM, Mr Eddie Kutner, Professor Brian Schmidt AC, Minister

for Industry, Science and Technology the Hon Karen Andrews MP, Governor-General Sir Peter
Cosgrove AK MC (Retd), Lady Cosgrove, Japanese Ambassador His Excellency Mr Sumio Kusaka
and Mrs Ikuko Kusaka, Questacon Executive Ms Kate Driver and Professor Graham Durant AM.




THE QUESTACON FESTIVAL

Following the anniversary gala event, on 24 November 2018, Questacon
wanted to say thank you to the community, so we opened our doors for
a free all-day festival at the Centre, inviting the public to explore and
participate in a number of exciting activities. Spectacular science shows
were performed with science workshops and crafting stations all around
the Centre, with special activities tailored for the early learning visitors.
Volunteer staff circulated the Centre’s galleries, and a special robot
demonstration and interactive play zone were set up in the main foyer.
Visitors were captivated by the new exhibition, The Moon, the only one of
its kind in the Southern hemisphere.

A range of activities outside the Centre included the Science Circus

truck and exhibits on display, in addition to a collection of the Circus’ best
performances held every 20 minutes. The Festival bought together food
and merchandise vendors, a pop-up Q Shop, giant bubble-blowing, as well
as the chance to design, make and launch paper rockets with the Maker
Project team.

There were a number of other stalls fromm community organisations such
as SciScouts, Citizen Science Project, Australian Space Agency, and Rat
Patrol. Throughout the day, there were 8,925 visitors to Questacon setting
a new record in visitation numbers.

A NEW
RECORD
in visitation
rumbers!

VISITORS TO
THE CENTRE

Top image. Aunty Agnes Shea, Ngunnawal elder, ‘Welcome to Country’
at the Questacon Festival.
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THE ORIGINAL EXHIBITS

As part of Questacon’s celebrations, our exhibition and

production teams completed extraordinary work in upgrading

and acknowledging the original exhibits, which were part of Questacon’s
journey from the very first day. Some exhibits such as the Earthquake
Lab, have seen significant transformations throughout the years but
remains a favourite for many visitors.

Another of these original exhibits is the Gravitram, which continues to operating for an estimated
stand proudly in the foyer welcoming visitors to the Centre. In 1988, 1 00 ooo
Gravitram 5, as it was originally named, was built by Shab Levy from Levy

Design Inc, Oregon, USA. It was the fifth and tallest version ever attempted DU Rs
at that time and, during 2018, was updated with full refurbishment replacing

and updating the graphics and mechanical track system. Questacon’s Gravitram

features additional tricks and rapid descent tubes using helical construction, and

swinging and rotating gates which had not been attempted before. You can view the
history and story of Shab Levy’s Gravitram online at www.gravitram.com.

Individual 30™ anniversary plagues now acknowledge these original 16 exhibits:

e Gravitram * Polarised Light * Small Jacobs Ladder
Whispering Dishes Slow Flow * Speed Ball.
Angry Arms Gravity Well
Harmonograph Earthquake Lab
Frozen Shadows Bernouli Blower
Bubble Tower Hand Batter

Corner Reflections Swinging Rings

b oy -
Below images: The Earthquake Lab, transforming over time 1988-2018. i #1‘ l

Right image: The original Gravitram, 1988, created by Shab Levy.
. ey Sy ﬂfn'c




LEDUSA

The new Ledusa exhibit and light installation in Questacon’s main foyer
celebrates Questacon’s 30-year milestone, and looks to where Questacon will
be in the next 30 years. Designed and developed by Questacon’s Production
team, this exhibit was officially launched by the Governor-General, Sir Peter
Cosgrove AK MC (Retd) and Lady Cosgrove at the 30™ anniversary gala
celebration. The Ledusa provides an immediate visually stimulating impact

as people first arrive in the foyer, enhancing each visitor’'s expectations of
Questacon and the sensations they will experience in the Centre.

The exhibit is designed in an arrangement of 45,000 LED lights forming
a chandelier from the ceiling.

KARAKURI PUPPET RESTORATION

In 1988 the Japanese Government and business community gifted

two traditional Karakuri puppets to the Australian people. The puppets’
original function and operation was to demonstrate Japanese culture
and technology to Australians through Questacon’s Science and
Technology Centre.

One of the traditional puppets remain on display in Questacon’s foyer,
while the mechanical puppet has not been on display since the early 1990’s.
In preparation for Questacon’s 30™ anniversary an assessment of the
mechanical puppet was completed. Curators from the National Museum

of Australia provided support in the assessment focusing on restoring the
‘injured’ puppet to enable a basic level of non-synchronised movement.

Questacon’s Production team completed a restoration and upgrade to
repair and replace parts essential to the integrity of the puppet. In addition,
a mobility base was built so the puppet can be used and displayed for
special occasions through the use of its mechanical pulley system.

The story of our Karakuri puppets has been shared with the Japanese
Embassy in Canberra and stakeholders in Japan including the original
puppet makers.

QUESTACON 2018 YEAR IN REVIEW
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JULY 1982 4 SEPTEMBER 1984

The concept Announcement to
for a national | establish a national
science centre science centre
The Australian On 4 September
Bicentennial 1984, the Minister
Authority proposes for Science and
that the Australian Technology, Barry
Government | Jones, the Minister for
establish a national Territories and Local
science centre to Government, Tom
encourage learning | Uren, and the Minister
about science and for Home Affairs
technology. The and Environment,
proposed national Barry Cohen,
science centre jointly announce
would be a lasting the Government
memorial to the has agreed to start
1988 Bicentenary negotiations to
of Australia. establish a national
science centre as a

Bicentennial Project.

1985

Shell Australia
sponsors the
Science Circus

In 1985, Shell Australia
comes on board as the
major sponsor, with an
honorary name change
to the Shell Questacon
Science Circus. In 1987,
Shell Australia agrees
to sponsor the Circus
for five years.

18 SEPTEMBER 1980
The birth of Questacon
Questacon opens as an
Australian National University
project with 15 exhibits in
spare space in the old Ainslie
Public School in Canberra.

The name Questacon is
created by Professor Chris
Bryant, ANU. ‘Quest’ means
‘to search, to discover’. ‘Con’
means ‘to study, to examine’.

1991—2000

Questacon

o

JUNE 1986
Construction
begins

The Australian
and Japanese
governments agree
to start construction
of Questacon.
Japan donates one
billion yen, half the
construction cost as
a major Bicentennial
gift to Australia.

The first sod on site
is turned by Prime
Minister, the Hon
Bob Hawke MP.

JULY 1985
Questacon on the road
The first iteration of the
Science Circus takes the
hands-on experience of
Questacon to communities
and schools outside the
nation’s capital. Staffed

by 10 energetic young
Questacon explainers who
are studying at the Australian
National University, the
Science Circus transports

25 portable exhibits to
Goulburn, New South Wales.

SEPTEMBER 1989
Launch of Questacon
Membership scheme
The membership scheme is
launched by the Chief Minister
of the ACT, Ms Rosemary
Follett MLA. In less than a year,
by 30 June 1990, there were
412 memberships, covering
approximately 1,500 people.

23 NOVEMBER 1988
Centre officially opens

Questacon - The National Science and
Technology Centre is officially opened by
the Prime Minister, the Hon Bob Hawke MP,
with the first exhibitions including Dinosaurs
Alive, IBM Mathematica, Force and Waves.
Operated by 58 staff, Questacon attracts
365,132 visitors in the first eight months.

MARCH 1992

Fascinating Science exhibition opens
The Fascinating Science exhibition

opens with more than 60 exhibits.

1992

ABC Eureka Prize for Promotion of Science
Professor Mike Gore and Questacon

are awarded the ABC Eureka Prize for

the Public Promotion of Science.

1994
NRMA Tomorrow’s
Drivers travelling
exhibition
Questacon’s
exhibition, NRMA
Tomorrow'’s Drivers,
is developed in

the Centre and
launched as a new
travelling exhibition.

MAY 1995
Questacon online
Questacon’s website is launched
with interactive online activities,
making Questacon one of the
world’s first science centres to
create ‘virtual interactives’.

SEPTEMBER 1996
BHP WildScience exhibition opens
Questacon’s biggest and most ambitious
exhibition to date, BHP WildScience, is
launched at the Centre. BHP WildScience

is developed with $2 million in sponsorship
from BHP and in collaboration with

14 Australian science centres and museums.

JANUARY 1997
Science on the Move exhibition

Deputy Prime Minister, the Hon Tim Fischer
MP, launches Science on the Move, with
promotion from local media sponsorship
including Prime TV, Radio FM 104.7 and 2CA.

27 FEBRUARY 1998
Taking flight
Flight is officially
launched by
world renowned
balloonist, Mr John
Wallington. The
launch is broadcast
live nationally from
the Flight gallery
on Channel 9’s

The Today Show.

MAY 1998
The Ingenious!
The Ingenious! CD-
ROM developed
by Questacon, the
ABC and Radiant
Productions, is
launched in May
1998. Ingenious!
was awarded best
educational title
by the Australian
Teachers of Media.



24 JANUARY 2001 MARCH 2001
Clever Questacon
Country Science Squad
To celebrate established
Australia’s Based in Sydney,
Centenary of the Questacon

Federation, Science Squad
Prime Minister, starts delivering
the Hon John in-school
Howard MP, presentations to
opens the inspire students
exhibition, Our to take a positive
Clever Country. interest in science.

21 FEBRUARY 2002

15 DECEMBER 2004
Questacon goes mini

Mini Q - Fun for O-6 year olds is launched
by Dorothy the Dinosaur from The Wiggles.
Mini Q introduces younger children to a
stimulating and tactile environment, helping
them develop coordination and confidence.

2006
Prime Minister’s
Awards for
Excellence
Questacon, the
Shell Companies
in Australia and
the Australian
National University
joint partnership

DECEMBER 2005

Science Lines program launched

Specifically developed with Indigenous
communities in remote areas, the Science Lines
outreach program aims to develop scientific literacy
in Indigenous communities and increase student

receives the
Special Award

- Longevity at
the 2006 Prime
Minister’s Awards
for Excellence

Questacon Smart Moves begins retention rates for science and maths courses. in Community
The Questacon Smart Moves Business
outreach program, a national Partnerships

strategy to inspire scientific for the Shell
innovation and entrepreneurship Questacon

in young Australians, is launched
by Minister for Communications,
Information Technology and the Arts,
Senator the Hon Richard Alston.

JUNE 2000

Questacon at the Olympics

Questacon participates in the Sydney 2000 Olympic torch relay celebrations around
Australia and the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games at Homebush. The Shel/ Questacon Science
Circus presents shows on the science behind sport in the Olympic Games main Stadium.
1SEPTEMBER 2000

The Questacon Excited Particles are founded

With a flash of light and a rather loud bang, Questacon’s in-house

performance troupe, the Excited Particles is formed.

Science Circus.

JANUARY 2007
Questacon Science Play program launched
Questacon Science Play is launched. This early
childhood travelling program delivers play-based
science sessions for young children and their parents,
educators and carers in regional and metropolitan areas.

JUNE 2007
Imagination Factory exhibition launched

The Prime Minister the Hon John Howard MP, launches
the Imagination Factory exhibition. A partnership

with Raytheon Australia, this exhibition allows visitors
to explore simple machines and how they can be

put together to create more complex machines.

MARCH 2009

Digital Studio

Questacon’s reach becomes truly global
with the completion of Questacon’s
digital studio. The digital studio is a
world-class video filming and production
studio and a hub for interactive
videoconferences linking schools from
around the world with Questacon.

MARCH 2008
Science Time program commences

The Excited Particles launch the Science Time
interactive program for 3-6 year olds.

DECEMBER 2008

20 anniversary

Questacon’s 20™ anniversary celebration is launched
by Minister for Small Business, the Hon Craig Emerson
MP, and Japanese Ambassador, His Excellency

Mr Takaaki Kojima. Anniversary events include the:

* gala dinner hosted by the Minister for Innovation, Industry,
Science and Research, Senator the Hon Kim Carr

« visit to Questacon by Dr Mamoru Mohri, Executive
Director of Miraikan and Japanese astronaut

« visit by Master Shobei Tamaya IX, a 9™ generation Karakuri
Ningyo craftsman and last remaining Karakuri master



Enlerprs
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SEPTEMBER 2011

Q Lab opens

Q Lab is opened at
Questacon, bringing a
new approach to the
Centre’s exhibitions.

JULY 2012

Nobel Prize Medal display
Professor Brian Schmidt AC
presents his Nobel Prize Medal
to Questacon for permanent
display in the foyer.

MARCH 2012

Excite@Q exhibition opens
After 10 years as Questacon’s
most popular exhibition,
Sideshow is closed in to

make way for Excite@Q.

2014

Questacon Smart Skills Initiative

The Questacon Smart Skills Initiative
program is funded by the Australian
Government and The lan Potter Foundation,
and formally named The lan Potter
Foundation Technology Learning Centre.

26 JUNE 2014

Enterprising Australians

A new exhibition, Enterprising Australians,
is launched at The lan Potter Foundation
Technology Learning Centre by the
Secretary of the Department of

Industry, Ms Glenys Beauchamp.

29 OCTOBER 2014

The lan Potter Foundation
Technology Learning Centre Opens
Located next to the Royal Australian Mint,
the Questacon Technology Learning
Centre is officially opened by the Prime
Minister, the Hon Tony Abbott MP.

2015

Shell Questacon Science Circus celebrates 30 years
The Shell Questacon Science Circus celebrates 30

years as Australia’s flagship science centre outreach
