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Questacon Science Squad Activity – Pepper scatter
The video for this transcript can be found on the Questacon Science Squad website at:
http://sciencesquad.questacon.edu.au/activities
Transcription from video:

(Sound of bubbles popping)

David:
How’s it going? I’m David from the Questacon Science Squad and today I’ve got a great demonstration that’s all about surface tension and is definitely not to be sneezed at.


(Camera pans to the table)


You need:

· a small plastic container

· some coarse black pepper

· a little container with some detergent and a toothpick, you can use a pencil or a skewer or something  

Now, here’s what you do: take some water and fill up your plastic container, just so the bottom is covered, just like that.


(David pours some water in to the container)


Now it’s very important that the container is clean before you use it, there’s no detergent or anything on there, because if there is this demonstration won’t work. Next take your pepper and grind some on top, just like that. Try not to bump the container, you don’t want it moving around too much. Put it back down.


(David grinds the pepper into the water then puts the pepper to the side)


And then you take your detergent and your toothpick, get a little bit of detergent on the end of your toothpick there, and slightly touch the water. There.


(David uses toothpick to drop detergent into the water)


Now if you want to know why the pepper and the water moved around like that you can head on down to the Questacon website. I’ll see you next time.

Making science fun and relevant for everyone


